
Lasted updated, 2014 

 

 

Samoa: Product Safety Profile 

 

Principal website: 

Legislative framework 

The legislative framework is established by the Fair Trading Act 1998 which empowers the Minister for 

Commerce, Industry and Labour to prescribe product safety or quality standards, and to order product 

recalls and consumer redress. There are currently two standards in force, the Fair Trading (Toy Approved 

Standards) Regulations 2013 and the Fair Trading (Approved Egg Standards) Regulations 2010.  

The Act also empowers the CEO of the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Labour to conduct an inquiry 

regarding the sale or manufacture of goods below the approved standard, and to order restitution by the 

trader if it is of the opinion that substandard goods were supplied.  

Web reference: http://www.samlii.org/ws/legis/consol_act/fta1998117/ 

How are the rules for product requirements set? 

The Fair Trading Act 1998 confers broad powers on the Minister for Commerce, Industry and Labour to 

prescribe product safety or quality standards by regulation for any kind of goods, including performance, 

testing and labelling requirements, and ‘such other safety standards, measures or specifications as are 

reasonably necessary to prevent or reduce risk or injury to person or damage to property or equipment’.  

In practice, such regulations are likely to be developed by external consultants, with considerable reliance 

on equivalent New Zealand and Australian standards.  

Web reference: http://www.samlii.org/ws/legis/consol_act/fta1998117/ 

How are goods prohibited from sale for safety reasons? 

Beyond the legislative framework described above in relation to prescribed standards, there is no legal 

mechanism for banning the sale of dangerous goods on an interim or permanent basis in Samoa. 

Are there notification requirements? 

No. 

Are there likely to be any changes to regulatory arrangements? 

The competition and consumer protection regime is currently being overhauled in Samoa, with the Fair 

Trading Act to be repealed and replaced by a comprehensive Competition and Consumer Act in late 2013. 

The product safety aspects of the Fair Trading Act will be retained, with responsibility for enforcing the Act 

to be transferred to a new independent authority. 
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